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the instance, to propagate template changes in the event that
instance policies match original template policies, to propa-
gate change in the event that instance policies do not match
original template policies, and to not propagate changes.

5. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the policy or
operation specified by the definition is applied to the item of
content at least in part by a method of the instance.

6. A method as in claim 1, wherein the instance is
configured based at least in part on the definition to apply the
policy or operation.

7. Amethod as in claim 1, further comprising receiving an
indication that the item of content has become or is desired
to be associated with a logical structure.

8. A method as in claim 5, wherein said policy or
operation is applied to the item of content at least in part in
response to said indication.

9. A method as in claim 1, wherein the instance of the
logical structure and the item of content comprise a com-
posite object.

10. A method as in claim 7, wherein the item of content
comprises one of a plurality of items of content comprising
the composite object.

11. A method as in claim 1, wherein the item of content
comprises a first item of content, the first item of content and
a second item of content are associated with the instance of
the logical structure, and the logical structure specifies a
relationship between the first and second items of content.

12. A method as in claim 1, wherein the policy comprises
one or more of the following: a retention policy, a security
policy, a viewing policy, a versioning policy, a full text
indexing policy, and a role-based policy.

13. A method as in claim 1, wherein the definition defines
one or more of the following: a membership rule; a structure
of the logical structure; a role associated with the logical
structure; and a role-based or other privilege with respect to
the logical structure or one or more associated objects.
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14. A method as in claim 1, further comprising defining a
parameter value for the instance of the logical structure.

15. A method as in claim 1, further comprising modifying
a default parameter value in the instance of the logical
structure.

16. A method as in claim 1, further comprising saving the
instance as a new definition.

17. A method as in claim 1, wherein the definition
comprises one or more of the following: a template, a model,
and a class.

18. A computer program product for managing content,
the computer program product being embodied in a com-
puter readable medium and comprising computer instruc-
tions for:

receiving a definition of a logical structure configured to
manage associated content; and

applying to an item of content associated with an instance
of the logical structure a policy or operation specified
by the definition.

19. A system for managing content comprising:

a processor; and

a memory coupled with the processor, wherein the
memory is configured to provide the processor with
instructions which when executed cause the processor
to:

receive a definition of a logical structure configured to
manage associated content; and

apply to an item of content associated with an instance of
the logical structure a policy or operation specified by
the definition.



