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6. The method of claim 1, wherein the data is stored on a
memory provided on the device.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the data is stored on a
memory residing on a device temporarily connected to the
device.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising connecting
a computer to the device, the computer containing said
memory to store said data.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising analyzing
the stored data to provide information to a prosthetist
selected from the group consisting of alignment, usage
statistics, safety, selection, and failure.

10. A method of gathering information regarding a device
associated with a limb, comprising:

providing a device associated with a limb having at least
one sensor associated therewith;

measuring with said sensor a toe load value and heel strike
value of said device while in use; and

determining whether at least one of said toe load value
and heel strike value falls within a predetermined range
indicative of different states of a user’s gait.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising counting
a step for every determination that at least one of said toe
load value and heel strike value falls within said predeter-
mined range.

12. The method of claim 10, further comprising providing
a signal when at least one of said toe load value and heel
strike value falls within said predetermined range.

13. The method of claim 10, further comprising deter-
mining whether at least one of said toe load value and heel
strike value exceeds a threshold value.

14. The method of claim 10, further comprising storing
information relating to whether at least one of said toe load
value and heel strike value falls within the predetermined
range.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the predetermined
range is based on one or more of the following: alignment,
usage statistics, safety, selection, failure, and artificial prop-
rioception.

16. A method for assessing whether a device associated
with a limb is in a suitable working condition, comprising:

providing a device associated with a limb having at least
one sensor associated therewith;

measuring with said sensor a biomechanical characteristic
of said device while in use;

communicating information from said sensor to a proces-
sor;

processing said information to determine whether said
device is or is not in a suitable working condition; and

providing a signal indicating whether said device is or is
not in a suitable working condition.
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17. The method of claim 16, wherein the device is a
prosthetic foot.

18. The method of claim 16, wherein the sensor measures
bending.

19. The method of claim 16, wherein said sensor measures
at least a toe load state and a heel strike state.

20. The method of claim 19, further comprising providing
said signal when one of said toe load state and said heel
strike state is detected.

21. The method of claim 19, further comprising providing
said signal when a threshold value on toe load or heel strike
has been exceeded.

22. A device for attachment to a limb, comprising:

at least one sensor associated with the device configured
to measure a biomechanical characteristic of said
device while in use;

a processor configured to process information selected
from the sensor to determine whether said device
satisfies a desired condition selected from the group
consisting of: alignment, safety, and failure; and

a user interface indicating whether or not said device
satisfies the condition.

23. The device of claim 22, wherein the device is a
prosthetic foot.

24. The device of claim 22, wherein the user interface is
a display provided on the device.

25. The device of claim 22, wherein the user interface is
a sound.

26. A prosthetic foot system, comprising:

a prosthetic foot;

at least one sensor provided on the prosthetic foot con-
figured to measure a performance characteristic of said
foot while in use; and

a memory storing information gathered by said sensor to
compile a history of the performance characteristic of
said foot while in use.

27. The system of claim 26, wherein the sensor is a

resistive strip.

28. The system of claim 26, wherein the performance
characteristic is bending.

29. The system of claim 26, further comprising a display
to output the history of the performance characteristic.

30. The system of claim 29, wherein the display com-
prises a monitor, wherein the monitor is mounted on a
computer connectible to the device.

31. The system of claim 29, wherein the display com-
prises an LED indicator mounted on the device.

32. The system of claim 26, further comprising head-
phones to output the performance characteristic of said foot
while in use.



