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(7) ABSTRACT

The division of the 802.11 MAC operation into a lower
MAC and an upper MAC is described. The lower MAC
functionality is provided by a combination of software
commands and an RF driver. The RF driver is intended to be
appliance independent and will not change based on what
type of 802.11 node is being implemented: Mobile Unit
(MU), Access Point (AP), Wireless AP (WLAP), phone,
pager, etc. The RF driver is not hardware platform indepen-
dent, due to variations in DMA capability and allotted
timers. The upper MAC is intended to be hardware platform
independent, but appliance dependent (i.e. it will change
based on the product being implemented such as PCMCIA,
USB, PCI, etc.).
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