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METHODS OF AUTHORIZING ACTIONS

RELATED APPLICATIONS AND CLAIM OF
PRIORITY

[0001] This patent application is a Continuation-In-Part
patent application of and claims priority to U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 11/864,329, filed on Sep. 28, 2007,
titled: DISSEMINATION OF REAL ESTATE INFORMA-
TION THROUGH TEXT MESSAGING, which is hereby
incorporated by reference, and which is a Continuation-In-
Part patent application of and claims priority to U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 11/807,024, filed on May 25, 2007,
titled: SECURE MOBILE INFORMATION MANAGE-
MENT SYSTEM AND METHOD. This patent application
is a Continuation-In-Part patent application of and claims
priority to U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/807,024, filed
on May 25, 2007, titled: SECURE MOBILE INFORMA-
TION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM AND METHOD, which
is hereby incorporated by reference. This patent application
claims priority to, and incorporates by reference the follow-
ing: U.S. provisional patent application 60/847,981, titled:
DISSEMINATION OF REAL ESTATE INFORMATION
THROUGH TEXT MESSAGING, which was filed on Sep.
28, 2006; U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/807,024, and
Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) patent application serial
number PCT/U.S. 07/12436, both filed on May 25, 2007,
both titled: SECURE MOBILE INFORMATION MAN-
AGEMENT SYSTEM AND METHOD, and both claiming
priority to, and incorporating by reference, U.S. provisional
patent application 60/809,052, titled: MOBILE INFORMA -
TION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM AND METHOD, which
was filed on May 25, 2006, and U.S. provisional patent
application 60/920,603, titled: SECURE MOBILE INFOR-
MATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM AND METHOD,
which was filed on Mar. 29, 2007. All of these patent
applications have the same inventors as this application.

FIELD OF INVENTION

[0002] This invention relates to systems and methods for
authorizing actions that use mobile phones. For example,
particular embodiments relate to authorization of financial
transactions, authorization of computer access to electroni-
cally-stored information, and physical access to controlled
space. Specific embodiments of this invention relate to
wireless communication, cellular telephony, Internet-based
systems and methods, software, computers, or a combina-
tion thereof.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] In the past, people have carried many different
items in their wallets or purses, for example. Certain of these
items store personal information, provide identification for
various purposes, allow the person to make purchases,
provide proof of particular facts, or a combination thereof.
Certain items that have been carried in wallets include credit
cards, bank cards, debit cards, check books, bank books,
bank account records, credit card records, bills, identifica-
tion cards, licenses such as a driver’s license, CDL, pilot’s
license, etc., social security cards, voter registration cards,
passports, visas, immigration cards, loyalty cards, e.g., for
grocery stores such as SAFEWAY™, and ALBERT-
SONSTM, retail stores such as GAP™, and STARBUCKS™,
membership cards such as COSTCO™, REI™, gyms, and
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country clubs, frequent flyer program cards or numbers,
rewards programs, video clubs, library cards, insurance
cards, such as health, auto, home, and life insurance, login
and password information, elevator cards, parking structure
cards, room keys, phone numbers, e-mail and street
addresses, calendars, calling cards, medical information
such as medical history, drugs being taken, immunization
records, living wills, medical power of attorney, emergency
contact information, personal photographs, personal memo-
rabilia, receipts, proof of warranties and warranty informa-
tion, tax records, proof of professional credentials, proot of
authority, and business cards, as examples.

[0004] 1In the past, people have also carried mobile phones,
which, besides being used to place and receive calls, have
contained information such as phone numbers and calen-
dars, and some of which have had Internet access. Mobile
phones typically include processors, digital storage, dis-
plays, and software, among other things, and many hold and
display photographs, provide for purchases on the Internet,
include a global positioning system (GPS) or a combination
thereof. Further, systems and methods have been developed
to manage various information and activities including per-
sonal information. Various such systems and methods are
computer implemented, involve computer software, utilize
computer storage databases, are network or Internet based,
or a combination thereof, as examples. Still further, bar
codes, near field communication (NFC) and Bluetooth com-
munication, among other technologies, have been used to
communicate with electronic devices of certain types. Even
further, personal digital assistants (PDAs), such as the
BLACKBERRY™ have been used to send and receive
e-mails, as well as placing and receiving telephone calls,
although, in the past, users of PDAs have typically had to
sort through a large number of e-mails to find particular
information that they needed or desired.

[0005] However, needs and the potential for benefit exist
in the area of such information and item management, and
these needs and potential for benefit often extend to many
types of personal, business, and professional information.
For instance, people often have many things that they would
like to place in their wallets, and people must often choose
between competing items to carry. Further, wallets and
purses are often too large or bulky to carry conveniently,
particularly when people are wearing particular styles of
clothing. Thus, needs and potential for benefit exist for
systems and methods that reduce the number of items that
need to be carried in a wallet or that increase the amount of
information that can be carried on one’s person. In addition,
there is a need and potential for benefit to be able to
efficiently identify, replace, cancel, or destroy items or
information, for example, of the type carried in a wallet or
purse, if the wallet, purse, or one or more items is lost,
stolen, damaged, or destroyed.

[0006] Furthermore, needs and potential for benefit, exist
for a person to be able to use the Internet, or otherwise
provide for efficient communication, entering of data, and
transferring of data, but needs also exist that an acceptable
level of data security be maintained with such systems and
methods. Further needs and areas for potential for improve-
ment include improving the availability of information from
a number of different sources, reducing duplication in the
entering of information, organizing information and provid-
ing information in a more-usable form, more effectively



