US 2008/0108324 Al

transferring information between a storage device and
another device, and providing more information, more up-
to-date information, or both, to a user. Further needs and
areas for potential for improvement include updating infor-
mation, for example, in a timely manner or in real time, and
providing notifications or alarms, at least for particularly
important information.

[0007] In specific examples, needs and potential for ben-
efit exist in the areas of methods and systems for managing
information for a number of users, using the Internet and
mobile phones of the users. Particular needs and potential
for benefit exist for such systems and methods that receive
information from users, that include a criteria for alarming,
that receive information from one or more third parties, that
select a fraction of the information from third parties, that
transmit this fraction of the information to the mobile
phones of the users, where the information is organized in a
manner that it is accessible to the users. Additional needs
and potential for benefit exist for certain processes to be
repeated, and for alarms to be provided to the users when
certain information satisfies a criteria, for example, that the
users have identified.

[0008] 1In the past, various systems and methods for autho-
rizing actions have existed. For example, locks and keys
have been used to control physical access to spaces (e.g.,
locked doors on buildings, electronic keys for hotel rooms,
etc.), however, people had to carry such keys to obtain
access. Passwords and pass codes have been used to autho-
rize access to controlled spaces, and to grant computer
access to electronically stored data; however, users must
remember these passwords or pass codes. Cards have also
been used to authorize financial transactions, such as pay-
ment at the point of sale for the purchase of goods or for the
provision of services. Besides requiring the presence of the
card, transactions have been authorized using bank card
networks, which verified that the cards were authorized.
Signatures have also been used to authorize transactions.
However, users needed to carry the cards, and signatures
have been forged. Needs and potential for benefit exist for
other or better systems and methods for authorizing such
actions, or other actions, that do not require the users to carry
additional cards or keys, remember additional passwords,
codes, or information, that use items already carried by the
users, that use items that are frequently used and controlled
by the user, that are more convenient, that offer alternatives,
that are easily trackable, that provide an ability to authorize
a variety of different actions, or a combination thereof.
Further needs and potential for benefit exist for software
modules operating on servers and on mobile phones that
provide for secure storage of information, that select, send,
and receive nuggets of personal information, and that store
the nuggets for access by the user, for example, without
sorting through a number of e-mails.

[0009] In addition, in the past, various systems and meth-
ods for authorizing actions and authenticating access have
existed. For example, locks and keys have been used to
control physical access to spaces (e.g., locked doors on
buildings, electronic keys for hotel rooms, etc.). However,
people had to carry such keys to obtain access. Passwords
and pass codes have been used to authorize access to
controlled spaces, and to grant computer access to electroni-
cally stored data. However, users must remember these
passwords or pass codes. Systems and methods have also
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existed for authorizing other actions. For example, cards
have also been used to authorize financial transactions, such
as payment at the point of sale for the purchase of goods or
for the provision of services. Besides requiring the presence
of the card, transactions have been authorized using bank
card networks, which verified that the cards were authorized.
Signatures have also been used to authorize transactions.
However, users needed to carry the cards, and signatures
have been forged.

[0010] Needs and potential for benefit exist for other or
better systems and methods for authorizing such actions, or
other actions, that do not require the users to carry additional
cards or keys, remember additional passwords, codes, or
information, that use items already carried by the users, that
use items that are frequently used and controlled by the user,
that are more convenient, that offer alternatives, that are
easily trackable, that provide an ability to authorize a variety
of different actions, that cannot easily be forged, or a
combination thereof.

[0011] Systems and methods have also existed to track
individuals. For example, devices have been used to track
prisoners who have been placed under house arrest that are
locked onto the prisoners and alarm when a prisoner travels
more than a predetermined distance from their home.
Devices have also been used to track vehicles, including
using GPS technology, to aid in recovery if the vehicles are
stolen. However, needs and potential for benefit exist for
systems and methods that track individuals without using
such devices, for particular applications. As an example,
needs and potential for benefit exist for systems and methods
that track individuals by tracking their mobile phones. As a
further example, needs and potential for benefit exist for
tracking individuals, including children, for their own pro-
tection.

[0012] 1In a particular example, in the past, convicted sex
offenders have been required to register where they reside
and such information has been made available to the public,
including via the Internet, so that members of the public can
take steps to protect themselves and their children, as
examples, from potential future sexual predation. However,
many registered sex offenders often reside in densely popu-
lated areas, making it difficult for members of the public to
keep track of all of them. In addition, parents are not always
aware of exactly where there children are at all times. Thus,
needs and potential for benefit exist for systems and methods
that alert parents or guardians of children when the children
enter or travel within a predetermined distance of the
residence of a registered sex offender. Needs and potential
for benefit also exist for systems and methods that provide
positional awareness of particular individuals for other pur-
poses, including such systems and methods that use mobile
phones.

[0013] Potential for improvement exists in these and other
areas that may be apparent to a person of skill in the art
having studied this document.

SUMMARY OF PARTICULAR EMBODIMENTS
OF THE INVENTION

[0014] This invention provides, among other things, a
number of embodiments of systems and methods of storing
or making available information, items, functionality, or a
combination thereof, in a mobile phone. In certain embodi-



