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ments, information or items that otherwise might be carried
in a person’s wallet or purse may be stored on a mobile
phone. Various embodiments include a software application
loaded on a mobile phone that stores certain information for
access by the user. In addition, various embodiments of the
invention include an Internet website through which certain
information can be transmitted to the phone. In some
embodiments, the information on the website can be updated
through the phone, by the user through a personal computer,
or both.

[0015] Furthermore, in some embodiments, various third
parties, such as merchants, businesses, banks, airlines and
the like may provide information, for example, to the
website. Information may be transmitted from the website to
the phone, or vice versa, via a telephone signal or through a
mobile telephone network, for example, at particular times
or as needed. In some embodiments, a user may be alerted
to certain information or changes in information that meet
certain criteria. Further, in particular embodiments, a soft-
ware module receives e-mails, searches the e-mails, extracts
information, and sends the information to the user’s mobile
phones.

[0016] Various embodiments of the invention provide as
an object or benefit that they partially or fully address one or
more of the needs, potential areas for benefit or improve-
ment, and functions described herein, for instance. The
present invention provides various embodiments that may
store or make available information, items, or functionality
in a mobile phone. Various embodiments may provide a
higher level of data security, be easier to use, accomplish
more functions, contain more useful information, provide a
better level of control, provide easier management and
replacement if lost or stolen, or a combination thereof, in
comparison with various prior art. Various embodiments
may, for example, manage personal information for a num-
ber of users, sort certain information, provide alarms, trans-
fer information between, for instance, a server and mobile
phones, and store information on mobile phones in a manner
that facilitates access by the users.

[0017] In a number of different embodiments, this inven-
tion also provides systems and methods for authorizing
actions, authenticating access, and providing positional
awareness for multiple users using mobile phones. Various
embodiments provide, for example, as objects or benefits,
systems or methods for authorizing such actions that do not
require the users to carry additional cards or keys or to
remember additional passwords, codes, or information. Par-
ticular embodiments use items (e.g., mobile phones) already
carried by the users and that are frequently used and con-
trolled by the user. Some embodiments may be more con-
venient, may offer alternatives, may be easily trackable, may
provide an ability to authorize a variety of different actions,
may provide a higher level of security, or a combination
thereof, for instance. Further features and advantages of the
invention may be apparent to those skilled in the art.

[0018] Inparticular embodiments, this invention provides,
for example, various systems including a first software
module of a server, where the first software module is
recorded on a computer-readable medium and includes
programming instructions to receive a request for informa-
tion from a user. The user sends a text message to a short
code, where the information depends on a generic assigned
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identification associated with real estate information, auto-
mobile information, and/or personal property information.
The server communicates with a third party server to obtain
the real estate information, automobile information, and/or
personal property information requested by the user. The
server sends the real estate information, automobile infor-
mation, and/or personal property information to a mobile
phone of the user through a mobile phone network.

[0019] In another embodiment, this invention includes a
system having a first software module of a server recorded
on a computer-readable medium and including program-
ming instructions to receive a request for real estate infor-
mation from a user using at least one of a short code, a long
code, and a generic assigned identification; communicate
with a real estate server to obtain real estate information
requested by the user; and send the real estate information
requested by the user to a mobile phone of the user through
a mobile phone network.

[0020] In another embodiment, this invention includes a
system having a first software module of a server recorded
on a computer-readable medium and including program-
ming instructions to receive a request for information from
a user via at least one of a text message and a short message
service message sent to at least one of a short code and a
long code, wherein the information requested by the user
depends on a generic assigned identification associated with
at least one of real estate information, automobile informa-
tion, and personal property information; obtain at least one
of real estate information, automobile information, and
personal property information requested by the user; and
send the at least one of real estate information, automobile
information, and personal property information requested by
the user to a mobile phone of the user through a mobile
phone network.

[0021] In another embodiment, the first software module
includes programming instructions to: create at least one of
a text message, a multimedia messaging service (MMS)
message, an email message, and a short message service
(SMS) message including real estate information requested
by the user related to a Multiple Listing Service listing;
configure at least one of a text message, a multimedia
messaging service (MMS) message, an email message, and
a short message service (SMS) message with a nugget of
predefined information; configure whether at least one of a
text message, a multimedia messaging service (MMS) mes-
sage, an email message, and a short message service (SMS)
message should be sent to a third party each time the user
requests real estate information; be capable of purchasing at
least one of short message service (SMS) credits, email
credits and multimedia messaging service (MMS) credits for
at least one of a text message, a multimedia message service
(MMS) message, an email message, and a short message
service (SMS) message; allow the user to receive automatic
updates of real estate information related to a Multiple
Listing Service listing via at least one of a text message, a
multimedia messaging service (MMS) message, an email
message, and a short message service (SMS) message; allow
the user to receive information about at least one of a real
estate agent, a Multiple Listing Service listing, and real
estate information based on the request for real estate
information from the user; at least one of encrypt the real
estate information before sending the real estate information
to the mobile phone of the user, decrypt the real estate



