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(7) ABSTRACT

A multi-configuration portable electronic device is provided.
The device includes at least one processor, a first body
element including at least one input, and a second body
element including a display. The second body element is
pivotally coupled to the first body element such that the
device can be positioned into a plurality of physical con-
figurations. In response to a change in the physical configu-
ration of the device, there is a change in at least two of a
mode of operation of the input device, a mode of operation
of the display, and an active software application being
executed by the processor. In a preferred embodiment, the
physical configurations of the device include a portrait
configuration in which the device functions as a wireless
phone, and a landscape configuration in which the device
functions as a text messaging pager, PDA, handheld com-
puter, electronic organizer, or media player. Also provided is
a method of operating a portable electronic device having a
plurality of physical configurations.




