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sensor receiver receives the sensor data signals as wireless
signals from the remotely located at least one characteristic
sensor.

5. The remote programmer according to claim 3, further
including a transmitter coupled to the at least one processor
and the at least one input/output port for transmitting the
processed sensor data signals to another data receiving
device.

6. The remote programmer according to claim 3, wherein
the at least one medical device module uses the display of
the remote programmer to show the determined quantity of
the analyte from the second characteristic determining
device and the processed sensor data signals from the at least
one characteristic sensor.

7. The remote programmer according to claim 3, wherein
the at least one processor monitors the sensor data signals
from the sensor receiver to determine when the second
characteristic determining device is to be used to perform
calibration of the sensor data signals.

8. The remote programmer according to claim 3, further
including at least one memory to store the determined
quantity of the analyte from the second characteristic deter-
mining device and the processed sensor data signals from
the at least one characteristic sensor.

9. The remote programmer according to claim 3, wherein
the sensor data signals are received by the sensor receiver
continuously.

10. The remote programmer according to claim 3,
wherein the sensor data signals are received by the sensor
receiver near continuously.

11. The remote programmer according to claim 3, wherein
the sensor data signals are received by the sensor receiver
intermittently.

12. The remote programmer according to claim 3,
wherein the second characteristic determining device is a
second medical device module that utilizes a second char-
acteristic sensor.

13. The remote programmer according to claim 12,
wherein the determined quantity of the analyte from the
second characteristic determining device is determined con-
tinuously.

14. The remote programmer according to claim 12,
wherein the determined quantity of the analyte from the
second characteristic determining device is determined near
continuously.

15. The remote programmer according to claim 12,
wherein the determined quantity of the analyte from the
second characteristic determining device is determined
intermittently.

16. The remote programmer according to claim 12,
wherein the second medical device module and the second
characteristic sensor use a different sensing technology from
that used by the at least one medical device module and the
characteristic sensor.

17. The remote programmer according to claim 3,
wherein the second characteristic determining device uti-
lizes a discrete sample to determine the quantity of the
analyte.

18. The remote programmer according to claim 17,
wherein the second characteristic determining device uti-
lizes a test strip to analyze the sample to determine the
quantity of the analyte.

19. The remote programmer according to claim 1,
wherein the at least one medical device is an infusion device.
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20. The remote programmer according to claim 1,
wherein the at least one medical device is an analyte sensor
patch.

21. The remote programmer according to claim 1,
wherein the at least one medical device is more than one
medical device.

22. The remote programmer according to claim 1,
wherein the remote programmer is personal data assistant
(PDA).

23. A medical device module for use in a system with at
least one medical device and the remote programmer
according to claim 1, the medical device module compris-
ing:

a module housing adapted to couple with the housing of
the remote programmer;

the at least one medical device interface is coupled to the
module housing for interfacing with the at least one
medical device; and

at least one module processor coupled to the at least one
medical device interface to process data from the at
least one medical device, and wherein the at least one
module processor is capable of interfacing with the at
least one processor of the remote programmer.

24. The medical device module according to claim 23,
wherein the at least one medical device is a characteristic
sensor that produces a signal indicative of a characteristic of
a user, and further comprising:

a second characteristic determining device within the
housing for receiving and testing an analyte to deter-
mine the quantity of the analyte independently of the at
least one characteristic sensor; and

wherein the at least one medical device interface is a
sensor receiver to receive sensor data signals produced
from the at least one characteristic sensor, and

wherein the at least one module processor is coupled to
the sensor receiver and the second characteristic deter-
mining device to process the determined quantity of the
analyte from the second characteristic determining
device and the sensor data signals from the at least one
characteristic sensor.

25. The medical device module according to claim 23,
wherein the at least one medical device is an infusion device.

26. The medical device module according to claim 23,
wherein the at least one medical device is an analyte sensor
patch.

27. The medical device module according to claim 23,
wherein the at least one medical device is more than one
medical device.

28. The remote programmer according to claim 1, further
including a transmitter coupled to the at least one processor
and the at least one input/output port, wherein the at least
one processor further includes the ability to program other
medical devices, and wherein the transmitter transmits a
program to the other medical devices.

29. The remote programmer according to claim 28,
wherein the transmitter transmits through a relay device
between the transmitter and a remotely located processing
device.

30. The remote programmer according to claim 29,
wherein the relay device increases a maximum distance by



