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(57) ABSTRACT

A system and method for providing tactile feedback on a
touch screen display unit is provided. The tactile feedback
unit has a gel layer for deforming discrete surface areas of a
touch-screen display; and a tactile feedback controller for
controlling the deformation by the gel layer. The tactile feed-
back unit is overlaid onto a liquid crystal display, OLED
display, or other types of touch screen displays. Areas of the
gel layer are individually controllable by the tactile feedback
controller, such that areas of the gel layer that overlay control
elements of a graphical user interface displayed on the touch
screen display are activated. Additionally, contact with the
touch screen display by a user at an area defined as a control
element causes the corresponding area of the gel layer to
provide a tactile feedback, such as deformation, vibration,
etc.
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