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readily possible for those skilled in the art to put this
invention into practice in various other manners.

What is claimed is:

1. A foldable portable telephone set comprising a lower
unit (20, 20A) having a console portion (12), an upper unit
(30, 30A) having a display portion (11), and a hinge portion
(13, 13A) for joining said lower unit to said upper unit so as
to enable to open and close them, wherein

said display portion is able to shift arrangement thereof
with respect to said lower unit between a lengthwise
state and an oblong state,

said foldable portable telephone further comprising a pair
of front camera portions (17a, 17b) disposed on said
upper unit so as to position up and down of said display
portion when said display portion is put into the length-
wise state and to position right and left of said display
portion when said display portion is put into the oblong
state.

2. A foldable portable telephone set as claimed in claim 1,
wherein said upper unit (30) comprises a display portion unit
(32), a supporting portion unit (34), and a rotating mecha-
nism (40) for electrically and structurally connecting said
display portion unit and said supporting portion unit and for
rotating said display portion unit with respect to said sup-
porting portion unit,

said display portion being put into the oblong state by
rotating said display portion unit by about 90 degrees
using said rotating mechanism in a case where said
display portion is put into the lengthwise state.

3. A foldable portable telephone set as claimed in claim 1,
wherein said upper unit (30) comprises a display portion unit
(32), a supporting portion unit (34), and a rotating and
sliding mechanism (40) for electrically and structurally
connecting said display portion unit and said supporting
portion unit and for rotating and sliding said display portion
unit with respect to said supporting portion unit,

said display portion being put into the oblong state by
rotating said display portion unit by about 90 degrees
and by sliding said display portion using said rotating
and sliding mechanism in a case where said display
portion is put into the lengthwise state.
4. A foldable portable telephone set as claimed in claim 2,
wherein further comprises:

detecting means (MG, 111a, 1115, 111¢, 112) for detecting
whether said display portion is put into the lengthwise
state or the oblong state to produce a detected signal;
and

display converting means (114, 115, 116) for converting
display contents so at to fit to a direction of a display
screen according to said detected signal and for dis-
playing converted display contents on said display
portion.

5. A foldable portable telephone set as claimed in claim 4,
wherein said detecting means comprises a magnet (MG)
disposed in said display portion unit and a plurality of
magnetic sensors (111a, 1115, 111c¢) disposed in said sup-
porting portion unit.

6. A foldable portable telephone set as claimed in claim 3,
wherein further comprises:
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detecting means (MG, 1114, 1115, 111¢, 112) for detecting
whether said display portion is put into the lengthwise
state or the oblong state to produce a detected signal;
and

display converting means (114, 115, 116) for converting
display contents so as to fit to a direction of a display
screen according to said detected signal and for dis-
playing converted display contents on said display
portion.

7. A foldable portable telephone set as claimed in claim 6,
wherein said detecting means comprises a magnet (MG)
disposed in said display portion unit and a plurality of
magnetic sensors (111a, 1115, 111c¢) disposed in said sup-
porting portion unit.

8. A foldable portable telephone set as claimed in claim 1,
wherein said hinge portion is a hinge-type connector (13A)
for detachably connecting said upper unit (30A), said hinge-
type connector having a connector connection portion
(13Aa) for connecting to said upper unit,

said upper unit having a plurality of unit connection
portions (30Aa, 30Ab, 30Ac) for connecting to said
connector connection portion at a lower side and lateral
sides thereof, whereby said display portion is switched
between the lengthwise state and the oblong state by
changing the unit connection portions to be connected
to said connector connection portion.

9. A foldable portable telephone set as claimed in claim &,

wherein further comprises:

detecting means (112A) for detecting whether said display
portion is put into the lengthwise state or the oblong
state to produce a detected signal; and

display converting means (114, 115, 116) for converting
display contents so at to fit to a direction of a display
screen according to said detected signal and for dis-
playing converted display contents on said display
portion.

10. A foldable portable telephone set as claimed in claim
1, wherein further comprises three-dimensional image pro-
cessing means (115) for carrying out a three-dimensional
image processing on an image picked up by said pair of front
camera portions when said pair of front camera portions is
disposed right and left in the vicinity of said display portion
with said display portion put into the oblong state.

11. A foldable portable telephone set as claimed in claim
1, wherein said upper unit (30) further comprises a rear
camera portion (18) at a rear face (32a) thercof.

12. A foldable portable telephone set as claimed in claim
11, wherein further comprises pickup mode selecting means
(115, 116) for carrying out selection of a pickup mode for
using at least one of said pair of front camera portions and
said rear camera portion in accordance with a disposed
condition of said display portion.

13. A foldable portable telephone set as claimed in claim
11, wherein further comprises selecting means (12) for
selecting any one camera portion among said pair of front
camera portions and said rear camera portion according to
speech destination information when any one of said pair of
front camera portions and said rear camera portion is used to
a television telephone.

14. A foldable portable telephone set as claimed in claim
1, wherein further comprises selecting means (12) for select-
ing one of said pair of front camera portions according to a



