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comparing the last version watermark to the active ver-
sion of the application program to determine whether
the original data file corresponds to the previous ver-
sion of the application program; and

loading the original data file into the active version,

wherein, when said comparing step determines that the
original data file corresponds to the previous version,
said loading step comprises the steps of:

determining whether the active version includes a
modified item related to old information in the
original data file;

converting the old information from the original data
file to information corresponding to the modified
item when said determining step determines that the
active version includes the modified item related to
the old information in the original data file; and

loading the information converted in said converting
step into the active version.
28. Amethod according to claim 27, wherein the modified
item comprises an object property.
29. Amethod according to claim 27, wherein the modified
item comprises an object.
30. A method according to claim 27, further comprising
the step of saving a modified version of the original data file,
said saving step comprising the steps of:

saving the information corresponding to the modified
item;

converting, in a second converting step, the information
corresponding to the modified item to information
corresponding to the old information and readable by
the previous version; and

saving the converted information from said second con-
verting step.

31. A computer-readable medium having computer-ex-
ecutable instructions for performing the method of claim 27.

32. A method for reading an original data file to be
compatible with an active version, a previous version, and a
later version of an application program, said method com-
prising the steps of:

providing a high version watermark in the original data
file, the high version watermark indicating a highest
version of the application program used to save the file;

providing a last version watermark in the original data
file, the last version watermark indicating a last version
of the application program used to save the file;

comparing the high version watermark to the active
version of the application program to determine
whether the original data file contains properties cor-
responding to one of the previous version, the active
version, and the later version of the application pro-
gram;

comparing the last version watermark to the active ver-
sion of the application program to determine whether
the original data file contains additional properties
corresponding to one of the previous version, the active
version, and the later version of the application pro-
gram; and

loading the original data file into the active version,
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wherein, when said comparing steps determine that the
original data file contains properties corresponding to
different versions of the application program, said
loading step comprises the steps of:

determining which properties of the original data file
are current and which properties of the original data
file are outdated,

loading the original data file into the active version
based on the current properties determined in said
determining step; and

ignoring the outdated properties determined in said
determining step.

33. A method for reading an original data file to be
compatible with an active version, a previous version, and a
later version of an application program, said method com-
prising the steps of:

providing a last version watermark in the original data
file, the last version watermark indicating a last version
of the application program used to save the file;

comparing the last version watermark to the active ver-
sion of the application program to determine whether
the last version used to save the original data file
corresponds to a previous version of the application
program;

converting information in the active version of the appli-
cation program based on information in the original
data file, when said comparing step determines that the
last version used to save the original data file corre-
sponds to a previous version; and

loading the information converted in said converting step.
34. A method for reading an original data file to be
compatible with an active version and a later version of an
application program, where the original data file comprises
an object property list, said method comprising the steps of:

providing an object version watermark for an object in the
object property list of the original data file, the object
version watermark indicating a lowest version of the
application program that can interpret all properties
contained in the object;

comparing the object version watermark of the object to
an object version in the active version of the application
program to determine whether the object corresponds
to the later version of the application program; and

loading the original data file into the active version,

wherein, when said comparing step determines that the
object corresponds to the later version, said loading
step comprises the steps of:

ignoring unknown information corresponding to the
object in the original data file; and

loading known information corresponding to the object
in the original data file into the active version.
35. A method according to claim 34, further comprising
the steps of:

updating the object property list to include the informa-
tion converted in said converting step; and

retaining the old information in the object property list.



