US 20030149978A1

a2 Patent Application Publication (o) Pub. No.: US 2003/0149978 A1l

a9 United States

Plotnick

43) Pub. Date: Aug. 7, 2003

(54) SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR USING A
PERSONAL DIGITAL ASSISTANT AS AN
ELECTRONIC PROGRAM GUIDE

(76) Inventor: Bruce Plotnick, Jamison, PA (US)

Correspondence Address:

BROWN, RAYSMAN, MILLSTEIN, FELDER

& STEINER LLP

900 THIRD AVENUE

NEW YORK, NY 10022 (US)

(21) Appl. No.: 10/072,553
(22) Filed: Feb. 7, 2002
Publication Classification
(51) Int. CL7 oo GO6F 3/00; HO4N 5/445;

GOG6F 13/00; HO4N 7/173;
HO4N 7/00; HO4N 11/00

program listing
server

114
Lr EPG software |

€1 BB €A G B BB

set top terminal

Network

(52) US.CL oo 725/39; 348/552; 725/47;
725/54; 725/133

(7) ABSTRACT

The present invention comprises a system and method for
using a personal digital assistant to browse and select
program listings. The method of the present invention
involves browsing one or more program listings to select a
given program listing. The program listings are presented on
the personal digital assistant through the use of a local
electronic program guide. Where a program corresponding
to the given program listing is not being aired when selected,
the given program is marked for a reminder in the local
electronic program guide. The reminder in the local elec-
tronic program guide is synchronized with a remote elec-
tronic program guide running on a remote device.
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