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ucts) having, for instance, computer useable media. The
media has embodied therein, for instance, computer readable
program code means for providing and facilitating the
mechanisms of the present invention. The article of manu-
facture can be included as part of a computer system or sold
separately.

[0046] 1t will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that
changes could be made to the embodiments described above
without departing from the broad inventive concept thereof
It is understood, therefore, that this invention is not limited
to the particular embodiments disclosed, but it is intended to
cover modifications within the spirit and scope of the present
invention as defined by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of navigating an image viewed on a display
screen, the image being controlled by a processor that
receives navigational commands selected on a touchscreen
of an auxiliary display device, the method comprising:

(a) partitioning the touchscreen into a plurality of navi-
gational control areas, each navigational control area
being associated with a different navigational com-
mand;

(b) selecting one of the navigational control areas;

(c) transmitting the navigational command associated
with the selected navigational control area to the pro-
cessor; and

(d) the processor receiving and executing the transmitted

navigational command to navigate the image.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the image has a
plurality of selectable image portions, at least one of the
selectable image portions being currently highlighted for
possible selection.

3. The method of claim 2 wherein step (a) comprises:

(i) defining a center circular portion of the touchscreen;
and

(ii) dividing the center circular portion into four central
navigational control areas and at least one entry control
area.

4. The method of claim 3 wherein step (a) further com-

prises:

(iii) defining four corner navigational control areas of the
touchscreen, each corner navigational control area
being adjacent to the center circular portion and located
in a respective corner of the touchscreen.

5. The method of claim 4 wherein each of the navigational
commands associated with the four corner navigational
control areas is used to change the x-axis and y-axis coor-
dinates of the position of the at least one of the selectable
image portions.

6. The method of claim 3 wherein each of the navigational
commands associated with the four central navigational
control areas is used to change one of the x-axis and y-axis
coordinates of the position of the at least one of the select-
able image portions.

7. The method of claim 2 wherein each navigational
control area is associated with a different navigational
command that changes the image portion that is highlighted
from the currently highlighted image portion to a image
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portion adjacent to the currently highlighted image portion
when the different navigational command is executed by the
Processor.

8. The method of claim 2 wherein the partitions of the
touchscreen further include at least one entry control area,
the method further comprising:

(e) selecting the entry control area to activate a function
associated with the currently highlighted selectable
image portion.

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the partitions of the
touchscreen further include at least one entry control area,
and the boundaries of the control areas are hidden from
view.

10. The method of claim 9 wherein the boundaries of the
control areas are revealed on the touchscreen in response to
a user input.

11. The method of claim 1 wherein step (a) comprises:

(i) defining a center circular portion of the touchscreen;

(i) dividing the center circular portion into four central
navigational control areas and at least one entry control
area; and

(iii) defining four corner navigational control areas, each
corner navigational control area being adjacent to the
center circular portion and located in a respective
corner of the touchscreen.

12. The method of claim 1 wherein step (b) is performed

by pressing a stylus against the touchscreen.

13. The method of claim 1 wherein step (b) is performed
by pressing a finger of a user of the auxiliary display device
against the touchscreen.

14. The method of claim 1 wherein the image includes a
television program grid of an electronic program guide
(EPG) including a plurality of adjacent program windows,
and the selection of the one navigational control area causes
a specific program window adjacent to a previously high-
lighted program window to be highlighted for potential
selection in accordance with the executed navigational com-
mand.

15. The method of claim 1 wherein the image is navigated
to play a game.

16. Apparatus for navigating an image viewed on a
display screen, the image being controlled by a processor
that receives navigational commands from the apparatus, the
apparatus comprising:

(a) a touchscreen partitioned into a plurality of naviga-
tional control areas, each navigational control area
being associated with a different navigational com-
mand, the touchscreen being used for selecting one of
the navigational control areas; and

(b) a transmitter for transmitting the navigational com-
mand associated with the selected navigational control
area to the processor, wherein the processor receives
and executes the transmitted navigational command to
navigate the image.

17. The apparatus of claim 16 wherein the image has a
plurality of selectable image portions, at least one of the
selectable image portions being currently highlighted for
possible selection.

18. The apparatus of claim 17 wherein a center circular
portion of the touchscreen is defined and divided into four
central navigational control areas and at least one entry
control area.



