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These actuators 40 generate palpable, tactile feedback about
the executed command actions or available command input
options, corresponding to the contents on the display screen.
The actuators can be made on the basis of different tech-
nologies, including electromechanic, electromagnetic,
piezoelectric, pneumatic or hydraulic.

1. A command input system with a display screen where
command input options are displayed and a touch-sensitive
input field, wherein a spatial correspondence exists between
command input options shown on the display screen and the
physical surface area on the touch-sensitive input field, as
signalled to a user by tactile feedback from the input field.

2. The command input system according to claim 1,
wherein the input field has a rim with a contour that palpably
replicates the display screen.

3. The command input system according to claim 2,
wherein the rim is raised relative to the input field.

4. The command input system according to claim 2 or 3,
wherein the rim continuously surrounds the input field.

5. The command input system according to claim 1,
wherein the input field has palpable structures that are
associated with the command input options shown on the
display screen.

6. The command input system according to claim 5,
wherein the palpable structures are covered by a tensioned
flexible foil that has a smooth surface on its side opposite to
the palpable structures.

7. The command input system according to claim 5,
wherein the palpable structures comprise at least one of the
following elements:
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raised, flat shaped elements,
indented flat shaped elements,
bulges,

geometric shaped elements such as circles, rectangles,
triangles,

roughened surfaces,
smooth surfaces,
palpable hard/soft material transitions

palpable rigid/flexible material transitions.

8. The command input system according to claim 1,
wherein the input field has a flexibly yielding, smooth
surface beneath which a plurality of actuators are situated
that generate a palpable reaction in response to an executed
command input or to an available command input option.

9. The command input system according to claim §&,
wherein the actuators are selected from among the following
types:

electromechanical,

electromagnetic,

piezoelectric,

pneumatic

hydraulic.



